Improved haemagglutination reagent for detecting antibodies to insulin in diabetic and non-diabetic young and old patients.
A stable reagent of insulin-coated erythrocytes was developed for easy measurement of antibodies to insulin. For this measurement, the principle of graded haemagglutination (GH) was successfully applied. All of 100 healthy, young- to middle-aged controls, had no detectable antibodies. The incidence of antibodies was not higher in diabetic patients injected with highly purified porcine insulin, than in those not injected. A high incidence of antibodies to insulin was found among chronic elderly patients, amounting to 41% of the symptomatically non-diabetic and 77% of the diabetic.